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We Muslims proudly refer to our heritage but Islamic heritage is, like any other
heritage,very complex in nature. Is it a religious heritage, cultural or a civilisational

heritage? It should be noted that heritage could be traditional as well as rational.

We hardly specify what we mean by Islamic heritage. While traditional heritage has
its own importance, and is as much part of Islamic history, we hardly emphasise our
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rational heritage. The Quran lays great emphasis on reason (aql) and knowledge
(ilm), but in our traditional inheritance reason has been used more as rationalising
what is dogmatic than as an instrument of critically examining the given issues at
hand.
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